The methods he describes for ascertaining the safety of carotid occlusion are even now probably out-dated and will be replaced by more sophisticated techniques involving blood flow measurement and gas uptake in the brain.
These minor criticisms apart, the book is an excellent one and contains all that a neurosurgeon would want to know about th:is subject. It should certainly be on the shelves of every neurosurgeon and should be read by all those having to deal with trauma or cerebral vascular conditions. Foerster's concept of neurology was to establish a close relationship between morphology and physiology for the localization of function of various parts of the peripheral as well as central nervous system, and in this he was greatly influenced by Duchenne de Boulogne, Dejerine, and, in particular, Hughlings Jackson and Sherrington. His physiological approach to neurology was the decisive factor for his therapeutic actions whether they were concerned with physical medicine or surgical treatment of pain, spasticity, or epilepsy.
Foerster realized from early on the important influence of the afferent pathways on spasticity, which, in recent years, has been in the foreground of neuro-physiological research, and consequently he introduced the posterior rhyzotomy (1908) for the treatment of spasticity in cerebral palsy. However, he always stressed that this operation could be successful only if it is followed by systematic exercises under visual guidance. He also employed this operation for the treatment of gastric crises in tabes dorsalis, and later, in 1912, independently of Spiller and Martin of the U.S.A., he introduced cordotomy for the surgical treatment of intractable pain. During the first world war he became neurological consultant to the German Sixth Army Corps and in this capacity he gained vast experience in the surgical and post-operative treatment of peripheral nerve injuries, an experience which, it is true to say, has not been surpassed by any publication on this subject ever since. After that war, Foerster's main work was concerned with the analysis and surgical treatment of focal epilepsy. The result of this work was a detailed localization of cortical functions in men similar to that found by 0. Vogt and I. Brodmann in animals.
The Wensel Hancke Krankenhaus in Breslau became a Mecca to many neurologists and neurophysiologists, among them Wilder Penfield who became particularly interested in the localization problems of epilepsy. Foerster has summarized his monumental work in large
